Application for the

Better Science Reporting Workshop 

Science in action: crop protection

Zambia
October, 2010 
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In a competitive application process, WRENmedia are offering eight places funded by the UK Department for International Development (DFID) for radio and/or print journalists from Anglophone southern Africa with a serious interest in improving their science reporting, to attend a one-week training workshop in Zambia with a focus on the science and the practices to prevent or treat disease and pest problems in crops.

Through expert briefings, visits to farms and research sites and a two-day ‘science safari’ to see more examples of crop protection  in action you will see different dimensions of keeping crops healthy, from plant breeding( conventional and GM) and integrated farm management, to practices in organic and conservation agriculture systems, on large and small-scale farms.
This intensive course will provide trainees with an opportunity to improve their understanding of science for development and how to report it accurately and interestingly for the readers/listeners. You will need to carry out pre-course assignments which you will bring to share with the group. 

Throughout this demanding and productive workshop, the trainees will work together as a team on print, radio and online reporting. The days are full and there will be evening sessions as well. The output will be a Crop Protection resource pack and reporting kit that will be disseminated to 80 broadcasters in Africa. Travel, accommodation and food costs will be covered. 

If you wish to be considered for a place at this workshop and to be part of a dynamic media group, we need you to carefully answer the questions below in as much detail as possible (continue onto next page if necessary), and submit a radio or print assignment (see end of form). In choosing the successful applicants we will be looking for some relevant experience, but also enthusiasm for communicating science to a wide audience. 
Please be aware that the one week training period will take place between 10th - 23rd October, which may mean leaving your home country on 9th October. The latest you would reach your home would be 24th October. The exact dates will be finalised to take account of the travel schedules of the participants and the availability of flights. Please ensure that you are available for all these days before you submit your application.
	Name of applicant


	

	Address

	

	Country
	

	Office/Mobile tel no

(please indicate the one we can contact you on most easily)
	

	Email addresses
	

	Name of print/radio organisation you work for
	

	Describe your role/job and responsibilities in detail and how long you have worked in this role.

	

	Media qualifications


	

	Any other significant courses (in science, for example) taken
	

	Please list your current areas of interest in science reporting 


	

	Detail your journalistic strengths and weaknesses

	


	Tell us how this training course might help you in your work. Please be as detailed as you can and write more below the table if required.


	

	What skills are you particularly keen to improve as a result of attending this course?

	

	Do you have permission from your editor/director to attend this course?

Yes
No
Not required

	Please email either of the following: 
· Print journalists - A short article (max 500 words) 
· Radio journalists - An audio report in mp3 format (max 3 mins)
Identify a farmer – subsistence or commercial – and find out what the most important pest or disease problems are in their crops. Try to cover these problems in some detail – including seasonal changes in severity, speed and manner of spread, and how the farmer is tackling the problem. Then, get the view of an agricultural advisor on the problem – how typical it is, and the range of strategies that could be used to tackle it. 
Your report must be your own original work – reports that are found to be copied from other sources will be disqualified.
Please consider this assignment carefully – it will be an important component of your application.


Email application form and assignments to training2010@wrenmedia.co.uk
***Deadline for applications is 31st July, 2010***

Successful applicants will be notified no later than 14th August, 2010.
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